Mesick Bulldog Bands
Beginning Band Packet
Greetings to our new Mesick Bulldog Band members.  We are so happy you have joined the band program – and we welcome you to one of the finest traditions at Mesick!  This packet includes information to help you and your parents understand the Mesick Band Program and the expectations the program has of you.
General Information:
	In September and October, students were tested and fitted for an instrument, matching their musical interests with an instrument that they would be successful on.  Finally, at the end of October, all of our students, about 60, began playing their instruments.  It has been a very exciting time for everyone this past month.  As students learn how to play their instruments and become a musician, students need to remember:
· They need to practice on a regular basis.
· During their first year, they must remain in band until the end of the school-year.
· They must learn their instrument for 2 years before Mr. Jones considers them to switch to a different instrument.
Band Class:
	Band meets from 3:00pm-3:20pm Monday - Friday.  To help give students the individual attention they need to learn, the band has been divided into groups:
· Woodwinds and Percussion meet Monday and Wednesday
· Brass meet Tuesday and Thursday
· On Friday – all band students meet together to review the week’s lessons.
Students need to bring their instruments on the day they meet.  Students who forget their instruments still need to attend band class where they can finger along with their fellow students and learn the daily lesson.  Students who routinely forget their instruments will lose part of their participation points.
Schedules and Contact Information:
	There are a variety of ways to receive up-to-date information or reach Mr. Jones.
· Facebook:  Mesick Bulldog Bands
· Website:  www.mesickonline.com/bands
· Voicemail:  885-1200, ext. 112
· E-mail:  jonesc@mesick.org



Grading:
	The first year of band contains many new concepts that need to be learned through exploration – and thus students are graded heavily on their participation and effort.  Practicing is a KEY ingredient to the success of a student – and fun Enjoying band is simple – be prepared for class by practicing.  If you are prepared for class, you will be able to keep up with your classmates.  If you are playing with the band, you will really enjoy band!  It’s that simple.  Grades are earned from:
· Practice Card (signed and turned in every week).
· Playing Quizzes every few weeks – individually, with a partner, or in a group.
· Participating in class
· Concerts (January ??? and April 25)
Materials Needed:
	Students should have with them at all times:
· Instrument
· Method Book (Essential Elements 2000 – Book1)
· Band Folder and Music (supplied)
· Pencil (supplied)
· Woodwinds:  3 good reeds, cork grease, and Cleaning Swab
· Brass:  Valve/Slide oil and Tuning Slide Grease
Students can buy any of these items – at a discounted price – through Mr. Jones at the beginning of class.
Concert Dress:
	Beginning Band students only need to dress in nice clothing attire:
· Boys – nice dress slacks (no jeans), a dress shirt, and dress shoes (tie is optional)
· Girls – nice dress, dress slacks, or dress skirt (dress and skirts MUST fall below the knee when sitting); a dress shirt or blouse, and dress shoes (no flip flops).
Parent Involvement:
	Being involved with your child is important – and fun!  The Mesick Band Boosters, an organization for band parents, was set up to help parents become more involved with their children through the band program.  Band parents have successfully helped lead the way and plan out our 2004, 2008, and 2012 Florida Trips – as well as our other local trips.  The band boosters also help fund the band program and its activities through fundraisers and volunteering.  ALL BAND PARENTS are invited and encouraged to attend the monthly Band Booster Meetings on every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in the Junior/Senior High Band room. 



Common Parent Questions:
What should I do when I get our instrument?
· Label all instruments and accessories with your name and phone number.  
· Write down the serial number of the instrument and keep it in a safe place.  
· Remind your child that they should be the ONLY person to play that instrument.  
What is a practice card?
· Practice Cards are used to record how much students practice.  Just like the importance of daily practices for a sports team, band students need to consistently practice at home.  ONLY regular, individual PRACTICING at home will lead to success.
· Parents/guardians should make sure their child practices on a regular basis.  Each week, students will turn in their practice card FOR A GRADE.  
· Lost card?  Extra practice cards are always available in the band room.  
· A note from home will also suffice for the week.
The instrument is not working correctly – how can I get it fixed?
· Mr. Jones can fix a majority of the problems.  Please give your instrument to Mr. Jones and explain the problem.
· At times, the instrument may need to be sent to a certified repairperson.  If you want to use Marshal Music, please drop off the instrument to Mr. Jones by Wednesday morning.  A music representative picks up and delivers repairs every Wednesday.  REMINDER:  If you rented or purchased an instrument from Marshal Music, your instrument is most likely under warranty.
My child needs extra help – what can I do?
At times, students may need extra help in their studies.  Mr. Jones is available after school, but only for a limited amount of time.  Like other schools, it is recommended that students look at taking private lessons, either with a professional musician or from a high school student.  See Mr. Jones for more information.
My child is losing interest in band – is this common?
Most students who start beginning band play until they graduate from high school.  However, there are times where students loose interest in band.  This is common during the first 2 years of playing, especially after the initial excitement of playing a new instrument wears off.  The best way to turn this around is to encourage your child to continue practicing at home and play new music.  Most students will then regain their initial interest in band.  Only in rare occasions does Mr. Jones let students drop out of band.
I never receive any information about band events – where is the information?
If you are not receiving information at home, it usually is because the student is not bringing the information home.  Feel free to contact Mr. Jones any time for more information.

The Parents Role
Your role can be described by two words:  ENCOURAGEMENT and INVOLVMENT!  You can do more than any other person to make band fun and rewarding for your child.  Recognition is important.  If you consider band an important part of your child’s education, then so will your child.  A few simple words of praise will do much for his/her advancement.  Let them know they should be proud of their accomplishments.
Spend time listening to their practice.
· Offer constructive criticism with encouraging words.  Try to listen to your child at least once a week.
· Try the Instrument yourself.
· Let the student teach you what they have learned.  Through their teaching, see if your child is progressing or struggling in some areas.
There is no substitute for time and patience.
There is a new language to learn (musical notes).  Even parents who have been in a school band or orchestra need to remember how long it took to produce those first few notes.  You, as parents, must analyze your child’s practice with this in mind.  Several things to question are:
· Am I hearing attempts at new material (a higher note, lower note, new rhythms, etc.) or am I hearing the same old lessons?
· Is the tone quality becoming more characteristic of the instrument, or is it blatty or crude?
· Does the familiar tune or exercise move along steadily or is it halting and jerky with many starts and stops?
What should be practiced?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will mostly be playing from their method book.  Every day in band, students will be assigned new lessons to practice.  Mr. Jones encourages students to follow the following practicing schedule:
· A few minutes warming up – playing long notes.
· 10-15  minutes – playing challenging music.  This is your current or new lesson.  Be sure to stop and fix problems; break it down into measures or even each note to fix mistakes.
· 5 or more minutes – playing music you already know and love.  This is your fun time.
If you listen with these factors in mind, then you will be better able to evaluate your child’s progress.
Can student’s move ahead in their books if they seem bored?
Yes!  As long as students have prepared their assigned lessons, students can move ahead in the book.  Also, to supplement the student’s learning and interest, you can purchase fun music books at a local music store (Disney tunes, Movie music, etc.).
Remember…IF YOU SHOW YOUR INTEREST, YOUR CHILD WILL BE INTERESTED.
