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“The Pride of Mesick High”
Mission Statement:

The Mesick Bulldog Band program holds a strong and proud tradition within their school and the surrounding community.  The band program strives for student excellence, teamwork, and pride through the gift of making and sharing of musical experiences.  The Mesick Bulldog Bands accepts ANY student willing to work hard and learn.  The program strongly believes in the importance of teaching leadership skills, positive attitudes, and life-long lessons to build a successful 
next generation of young adults.
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Contact Information

Mr. Jones – Director:

(E-mail is the best way to contact Mr. Jones)

E-mail:   jonesc@mesick.org

High School Band Room: (231) 885-1200, ext. 112

High School Office:  (231) 885-1201

Fax:  (231) 885-2554
Updated Information and Schedules -
Website:   www.mesickonline.com/bands

· Access to updated schedules, band forms, and concert recordings!  
Your BEST source for all the band information you need.

FaceBook!   “Mesick Bulldog Bands”
Voice Mail – 885-1200, ext. 112.
School Calendar – mailed out in the Fall of each year.

Reminder:  Any and all handouts will NOT be mailed home; all paperwork is given to students to take home.

Grades:  Band is considered both a class and an extra-curricular activity.  For that reason, students are graded for their participation in concerts and field-trips.

· Parents and students have access to class attendance and grades online.  You can see ALL student grades for all assignments.  Check it out and keep informed!

· Progress reports, as required by the district, will be sent home with students’ every 5 weeks throughout the school year.

· Parents will be notified immediately by Mr. Jones if their child is receiving a D or E for more than two weeks.

Band Boosters:

· Please join us every 2nd Thursday of the Month at 7:00pm in the High School Band Room.  THIS IS OUR FINAL PREPARTATION YEAR FOR OUR FLORIDA TRIP!  Your help and ideas are needed.
· Every band parent is a member of the Band Boosters.  The primary goal is to support the band program and its students.
Student Expectations

Classroom Rules:

· All students should respect those around them, even if they may not get along with every student.

· All students will come into the classroom giving their best effort, everyday!

· All students should respect the band room equipment – DO NOT play any instrument, except your own, without permission from Mr. Jones.
· All students should follow directions given to them in class.

· All students will engage in the everyday learning process with a positive attitude.

· All students will respect the director’s decisions – even if you do not agree.

· No candy, gum, food, or drink allowed in the room at any time.

Band Attendance:
The band follows the district’s attendance policy for this class.  Please MAKE SURE you understand this policy.  
· Attendance to rehearsals and performances are mandatory for students.  Students receive a grade for these activities.
· Missing Music/Instruments:  Students who forget their instrument/music will still need to participate in class by fingering along in their music.  However, these students will loose their daily participation points the 2nd time they forget their instrument.  Students will not be allowed to work on homework, visit other classes, or go to the library.

Performance Policy:

· Students will be required to attend all performances/field trips listed on the band schedule, unless an emergency arises.
· Students who arrive late to a performance or warm-ups will loose points for that performance.

· Student conflicts need to be brought to Mr. Jones’ attention in writing AHEAD OF TIME!  To be fully excused, conflicts need to be reported by the end of the first week of each marking period.  Working, future scheduled appointments, and ‘not knowing’ of a performance are not excused.

· Students will always be in full band uniform during a performance, unless otherwise noted.  Students will loose points and/or will not be allowed to participate if they do not follow the dress code.

· When students are allowed to wear their own dress clothes, students must follow the school dress code.  Blue jeans and tennis shoes will not be allowed.  The length of skirts/dresses must be past the knees when the student is sitting.
· Students are allowed to have cell phones on field trips – They may only be used on the busses, but THEY MUST BE TURNED OFF at all other times!

Uniforms:

· All students MUST purchase a pair of marching shoes and marching gloves from Mr. Jones.  They are required!

· All students MUST purchase, on their own, a pair of black socks for performances.  
They are required!

· Marching uniforms will be kept at school – students will need to change in and out of the uniform at school.  Please give yourself enough time to change into your uniform so you will not be marked tardy.
· Concert uniforms will be given to students to take home – students will not be allowed to store concert uniforms at school.  
· Each student has been fitted for a uniform.  Students will be charged $5.00/pant leg if they pull out the hem.  
· If a uniform has been damaged or does not fit, please write down the problem and give it to Mr. Jones immediately so the uniform can be fixed.
· Uniforms are dry-cleaned at the end of every school year.  Concert uniforms are due back to the band room by May 15 to be dry-cleaned.  

· Students who do not return uniforms on time will be assessed at $20 dry-cleaning fee.

· Students who do not return their uniform, or parts of the uniform, will be fined the cost of the missing parts (up to $175.00).
Fundraisers

Ass all of our Florida Trip money is raised by everyone and put together (so students don’t have to each pay for their trip individually) – it will be required that all students participate in 5 fundraiser events this year, by:
· Selling 5 items or more in each of our fundraisers.
· Volunteering 2 hours or more of time for each fundraiser to organize delivery of fundraiser items – usually after school.
· Selling raffle tickets at a game.  You must help sell before the game and during the first half.  We will draw the winning tickets at halftime.
· Helping with other activities (clean-up, set-up, etc.) that are needed throughout the year.
Parent Expectations

Your support is greatly appreciated!  The parent’s most important role is to support the band program and support you children in the band.  My goal, as the teacher, is to teach students’ responsibility, discipline, and character.  You can help out by:
Band Boosters:

· Is for all band parents who want to support their children and the band!!!
· We meet every 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00pm in the High School Band room.

Performances:

· The day of a performance, please help students arrive BEFORE the reporting time – students are marked down for being late.

· Please be aware - if a student is sick from school the day of the performance, they are NOT allowed to perform that day – as stated by the school policy.

· If an emergency arrives and a student cannot attend a performance, please call me before the performance to excuse the student:  (231) 885-1200, ext. 112.  Mr. Jones needs to make arrangements to change the performance as necessary.
· The school will provide uniforms for students.   HOWEVER, you must purchase a pair of black marching shoes from Mr. Jones and a pair of black socks for all performances.  Students are graded for having these items.

Band Schedule

2011 - 2012
H = High School 
MS = Middle School

Date



Event




Time (report time)
H (freshman) Thursday, August 4
Pre Camp marching drill

5:45pm
H
Thursday, August 4

Marching Band Music Rehearsal
7:00pm-8:30pm

H
Monday, August 15-

Band Camp and uniform fittings
6:00pm-9:00pm

    Thursday, August 18 

H
Thursday, August 25

Band Camp Rehearsal


9:00am-noon

H
Friday, August 26

Home Football Game


6:50pm (5:00pm)

H/MS
Thursday, September 1
Manton Parade Rehearsal

5:00-5:45pm

H
Thursday, September 1
Home Football Game


6:50pm 

H/MS
Monday, September 5

Manton Harvest Festival

10:00am (8:15am at Mesick)

H
Friday, September 9

Home Football Game


6:50pm (5:45pm)

H/MS
Friday, September 30

Homecoming Football Game

6:50pm (5:45pm)

MS
Monday, October 3

Middle School Solo and Ensemble – signup deadline!

H
Monday, October 3

Cadillac Marching Review

5:15pm

Tuesday, October 4

Cadillac Marching Review Rain Date

H
Friday, October 14

Home Football Game


6:50pm (5:45pm)

H
Monday, October 17

High School Solo and Ensemble – signup deadline!

H
Friday, October 21

Home Football Game


6:50pm (5:45pm)

MS
Saturday, November 12
Middle School Solo and Ensemble    Morley Stanwood

MS
Tuesday, December 6

Middle School Honors Band

Shelby High School

Tuesday, January 17

Middle School Honors Band – Weather Date
HS/MS   Wednesday, December 14
Winter Band Concert


7:00pm (6:30 at HS)

H
Friday, January 6

Pep Band Game


7:15pm (6:45pm)

H
Thursday, January 12

Pep Band Game


7:15pm (6:45pm)

H
Friday, January 20

Pep Band Game


7:15pm (6:45pm)

H
Saturday, January 28

High School Solo and Ensemble
Cadillac High School





      At Cadillac High School
H
Friday, February 3

Snowball



7:15pm (6:45pm)

H
Friday, February 24

Pep Band Game


7:15pm (6:45pm)

H/MS
March 8 and 9


Band Festival



Big Rapids

H
Thursday, March 29-

High School FLORIDA TRIP!!!!!
Leave 6:00am



Tuesday, April 3
H/MS
Wednesday, April 25

Collage Concert and Silent Auction
7:00pm

H/MS
Saturday, May 5

Jeep Blessing



11:00am

H/MS
Saturday, May 12

Mushroom Festival!!!





--Family Cookout


10:30am 





--Parade



Noon 

H
Friday, May 25

High School Graduation

7:00pm

Signature Page
This year should be an exciting year for the Mesick Bulldog Bands.  I am very happy to see you all participating in band and am excited to see how well we come together for rehearsals and performances for our community.  You should be proud to follow in the footsteps of those who have already participated in the Mesick Bands, creating one of the finest traditions Mesick has to offer!

Make sure you have read through this handbook and understand its intent:  to make sure every member of the band understands the expectations of the program, so we can move ahead together to perform, learn, and have fun!  If you have any questions, please ask Mr. Jones.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------detach----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign.  By signing this form, you are stating that you have read and understand the information in the packet and what is required of you as a member of the band.  Please return this form by Friday, September 9.  As part of their grade, students will receive 20 points for turning in this completed form (how easy is that?)
Remember:  Due Back Friday, September 9…for an easy grade!

Student Name:_________________________
Student Signature:________________________

Parent Signature:______________________________

Are there any schedule conflicts that you have with the band’s schedule?  If so, please list those dates:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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